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BOOK REVIEW
Raptors of California. 2005. Hans Peeters and Pam
Peeters, University of California Press, Berkeley and Los Angeles, California. $17.95,
paperback; 294 pages; 103 color figures, 66
photos, 39 illustrations by author; 12 color
plates by author. ISBN 0-520-24200-9.
Authors Hans and Pam Peeters have a light, easyto-read writing style; in short, the book is a pure
delight to read. This book is another in the California Natural History Guide series (6 guides precede
it). While this book is chock-full of information and
good reading—but this is partly because of my own
personal interests in the subject matter—I do hope
that California, or each state for that matter, does
not come out with separate books on the various taxa:
The Waterfowl of . . . , The Woodpeckers of . . . ,
The Sparrows and Finches of . . . , and so forth. We
could be overwhelmed with books in which there is
great repetition. Already there are state raptor books
for Wyoming, Utah, Connecticut, Virginia, and Arizona and also for regions such as the Rockies and
the Pacific Northwest.
Raptors of California contains an introduction with
such topics as (1) “What Is a Raptor?” (2) “Raptor
Names,” and (3) “Hawk Identification.” Next comes
“A Hawk’s Life” with biological topics on hunting,
reproduction, and migration. The authors then discuss the issues of “Finding and Watching Hawks.”
The section called “Hawks and Humans” was of
great interest to me with its discussion of (1) “Attitudes Past and Present”; (2) “Conservation Laws
and History,” containing accounts of various species
endangered, threatened, or otherwise of concern in
California; (3) “Disturbance by Humans”; (4) “Falconry”; and (5) “Recreational Activities.” Some 117
pages, nearly 40% of the book, constitute “Species
Accounts,” but the section is introduced by “California Habits, with at least 16 different habits described and pictured by accompanying photos.
Finally, at the end there are references and further
reading, and a rather lengthy glossary of terms.
Anyone familiar with Hans Peeters’s artwork
will understand why the figures and plates are so
very nice. Those not familiar with his work will, I
am sure, be impressed with the quality and accuracy of the work. Plates 6 and 5 are particularly well
done: the first illustrates various Red-tailed Hawks
(Buteo jamaicensis), and the second depicts some of
the other Buteo species. Plate 8, which covers 2
pages and shows buteos in flight, gives one a very

accurate profile of the distinctive wing shapes of 4
large species that are sometimes confused and
misidentified (e.g., the “pointed” wing of Swainson’s Hawk [Buteo swainsoni] and the comparatively “long” wing of the Ferruginous Hawk [Buteo
regalis]). Plate 12 is particularly good in capturing
the color of the juvenile Peale’s race of the Peregrine Falcon (Falcon peregrinus pealei), a color that
to me has a slight “olive/greenish” tint or faint wash
when compared to the coloring of other peregrines.
Each of the 5 major sections, starting with the
Introduction, begins with an illustration covering 2
pages and showing such birds as a Northern
Goshawk (Accipiter gentilis) in a forest, an American
Kestrel (Falco sparverius) on rocks with Native
American petroglyphs as a backdrop, and a Cooper’s
Hawk (Accipiter cooperi) chasing a small group of
juncos ( Junco hyemalis). Seemingly, each of the 5
major sections was written independently of the
others. The 1st time a species name appears anew
in each section it is accompanied by the scientific
name. This is in contrast to the common usage in
which the scientific name is given only when a new
name is initially mentioned in the book. However,
this alteration from the norm may be advantageous
to the reader.
There are a few, but very few, inaccuracies. For
example, on page 52 the authors mention hovering
flight and then state that it is facilitated by headwinds of variable speeds. While this is true, the
Ferruginous Hawk and Rough-legged Hawk (Buteo
lagopus) may hover on still, completely windless
days. On the plates, the feet, and in some cases the
legs, of the Harris Hawk (Parabuteo unicinctus),
Zone-tailed Hawk (Buteo albonotatus), and Golden
Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) are much too large.
Overall this is an excellent book for anyone
interested in raptors and a useful book for anyone
wanting to identify raptors or learn about them.
This applies, I think, to people in or outside California. Since I am accustomed to paying between
$60 and $150 for books, this small guide comes at a
very attractive and affordable price. I recommend it
for public, university, and personal libraries.
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